
Draft

Statement

Support for and solidarity with the residents of Donbass

We,  the  participants  of  the  Donbass  International  Solidarity  Forum  "Antifascism,
Internationalism, Solidarity", express our deepest concern for the fate of the inhabitants of the
Donetsk and Lugansk regions, caught in the midst of a civil war.  Since being unleashed by
Ukraine in 2014, fighting with heavy weapons, including aircraft, has claimed the lives of tens of
thousands of people.  More than 1 million were displaced.  The regular Ukrainian army and so-
called "volunteer" battalions staged a real slaughter in the Donbass, cracking down on civilians
who did not want to leave their homes.  The region's economy suffered enormous damage.
Restoration of the economy, overcoming the consequences of the humanitarian disaster, will
require billions of dollars and years of work.

We believe that participation of the governments of other countries in unleashing the military
conflict in the Donbass today imposes responsibility on the entire world community for the future
of the region.  And we, as progressive forces, cannot stand apart. 

We consider it our duty to express our full support to the residents of the Donetsk and Lugansk
regions affected by fascism, who refuse to bow their heads before it.  We are ready to devote
our joint efforts to defend peace and justice in the Donbass.  The residents of Donbass should
have the right to determine their own future. 

We believe that free Donbass will choose the leftist path of development.  Socialism and labour
solidarity — that is the road to a new, fair life for everyone who has lived through the horrors of
war.

We are united with the Donbass in our desire for peace, social justice and democracy. 

We call on the entire international community to turn its eyes toward the Donbass and support
Lugansk and Donetsk in their quest for freedom, development and peace, as well as in their
struggle against the fascist regime in Ukraine.
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Statement

Participants in the Donbass International Solidarity Forum
"Antifascism, Internationalism, Solidarity"

"NO to fascism in Ukraine!"

We,  the  participants  of  the  Donbass  International  Solidarity  Forum  "Antifascism,
Internationalism, Solidarity",  state that as a result of the coup d'etat  in Ukraine, the fascists
came  to  power.   The  criminal  regime  finally  did  away  with  the  remnants  of  the  country's
sovereignty, unleashed civil war in the Donbass, brought the national economy to collapse, and
condemned residents to a daily struggle for existence and survival.   The Ukrainian fascists
adopted all the methods of their historical predecessors — Nazi Germany, Italy and Spain —
and moved to open political  terror,  physical violence against dissidents,  and the banning of
communist ideology.

We strongly condemn all acts of the Ukrainian authorities in fuelling the war in Donbass, forcing
its  citizens  to  participate  in  hostilities,  banning  political  ideologies,  rehabilitating  the  Nazi
collaborators  of  the  Great  Patriotic  War  and  World  War  II,  and  perpetrating  massacres  of
opposition  groups  and  individuals  opposed  to  manifestations  of  fascism.   We  consider  it
unacceptable for a Member State of the United Nations to practice such political repression and
persecution.

We call  on  all  antifascist  forces  of  the  world  to  add  their  voices  to  ours  in  exposing  and
combating the crimes of fascism in Ukraine.

We invite all opponents of neo-Nazism, hate, racism, anti-Semitism and xenophobia to support
the Ukrainian antifascist  fighters in their  struggle against  the ruling political  regime.  Today,
antifascists around the world must do whatever they can to fight the brown plague which raises
its head in Ukraine.

We demand that the governments of the world do the same and strongly condemn the actions
and character of the Ukrainian authorities.  The crimes of fascists should not receive public
praise from the international community.  The European Union countries should stop supporting
the Nazi regime and unite their efforts to restore the rule of law and democracy in Ukraine.

We  demand  that  the  President  of  Ukraine,  the  Cabinet  of  Ministers  of  Ukraine  and  the
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine immediately stop the killing of civilians in the Donbass region, stop
political persecution of the opposition, and stop using the courts as a punitive body for reprisals
against dissidents.
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Appeal
to Members of Legislative Assemblies, 

Governments, and Heads of State of the World,
and to International Organizations, 

on the need to facilitate lifting the blockade 
and ending hostilities in the Donbass

We,  the  participants  of  the  Donbass  International  Solidarity  Forum  "Antifascism,
Internationalism,  Solidarity",  expressing  our  support  for  the  residents  of  the  Lugansk  and
Donetsk  regions,  appeal  to  the  governments  of  the  European  Union,  the  United  States,
members  of  the  European  Parliament,  and  representatives  of  the  countries  of  the  United
Nations to take all possible measures, including economic and political sanctions, against the
State  of  Ukraine,  in  order  to  make  the  Government  of  Ukraine  fulfil  all  the  provisions  of
international agreements, including Minsk, aimed at ending the war and restoring peaceful life to
the Donbass:

• complete ceasefire in the Donbass;
• withdrawal of heavy weapons;
• admittance, delivery, storage and distribution of humanitarian aid;
• restoration of social and economic relations, including payment of pensions and other

benefits.

We believe that the members of legislative assemblies, governments and heads of state of the
world  should  resolutely  condemn  all  violations  by  the  Ukrainian  side  of  the  provisions  of
international  agreements on the establishment  of  peace:  killings,  torture and intimidation of
civilians, looting, the economic blockade of the region, and obstacles to the free movement of
people in the Lugansk and Donetsk regions.

We  are  confident  that  pressure  from  the  international  community  will  force  the  Ukrainian
authorities to end the blockade of the region, which inflicted severe blows on the economy of
Donbass, and give the region an opportunity to rebuild its economy, aid the lives of innocent
people,  and  contribute  to  an  early  recovery  from  the  consequences  of  the  humanitarian
catastrophe.  Residents of Donbass should be able to receive the necessary medicines, foods
and construction materials to rebuild infrastructure.  

We draw the attention of the international community to the fact that the vast majority of soldiers
forcibly mobilized into the ranks of the Ukrainian army do not want to participate in a fratricidal
war.  However, Ukrainian legislation provides for the imprisonment of those who refuse to go
and kill civilians in the Donetsk and Lugansk regions.  We believe this practice is unacceptable
and inadmissible. 

We appeal  to  the  international  community  to  take  all  measures  to  ensure  that  peace  and
stability return to the Donbass.  For the sake of stability and to overcome the consequences of
humanitarian disasters in Eastern Europe, in order to prevent any attempts to violate civil rights
and freedoms, all countries of the world should unite their efforts in a common pursuit — to help
the Donbass.
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Declaration
Establishment of the International Committee of Solidarity with Donbass

"Antifascism, Internationalism, Solidarity"

After coming to power in Ukraine in 2014, pro-fascist political forces unleashed a civil war on the
territory of the Donetsk and Lugansk regions, in which the Ukrainian side used the regular army,
"volunteer" battalions, along with all  kinds of heavy weapons.   Numerous casualties among
Donbass civilians, forced migration of hundreds of thousands of people, economic paralysis and
the blockade of the region — this is the result of Kiev's policy of preserving "one country".

Ukraine has not fulfilled the requirements of international agreements aimed at restoring peace
in the Donbass: fighting continues in the region, the economic blockade prohibits the beginning
of  post-war  economic  reconstruction  of  war-affected  areas,  civilians  are  denied  access  to
benefits guaranteed to citizens of Ukraine by the constitution, such as social payments, pushing
them to the brink of survival.  Today we can say unequivocally that the measures taken by the
Ukrainian  government  to  stabilize  the  situation  in  the  Donbass  do  not  correspond  to  the
commitments it undertook when signing the Minsk agreements.

Based on the above, in order to help the residents of Donbass overcome the consequences of
the humanitarian disaster, to protect their rights and freedoms, and to disseminate accurate
information about the situation in the region, participants of the Donbass International Solidarity
Forum "Antifascism, Internationalism, Solidarity", believe it is necessary to unite their efforts.

Forum participants  have decided to  establish the International  Committee  of  Solidarity with
Donbass: "Antifascism, Internationalism, Solidarity" which all  interested progressive forces of
the world can join. The Committee's goal is to unite political parties, public organizations and
movements, and independent activists who are ready to support the Donbass as part of the
struggle to save the world, oppose fascism and build a socially just society.

The primary tasks of the Committee are:

• Collection  and  dissemination  of  reliable  information  on  the  implementation  of
international  agreements  on  peace  in  the  Donbass,  as  well  as  the  post-war
reconstruction of the region;

• To  put  all  possible  pressure  on  the  international  community  to  compel  Ukraine's
government to fulfil its peace obligations;

• Developing and publicizing its own position on the processes occurring in the Donbass
and in Ukraine;

• Coordination of activities of political parties, public organisations and movements, and
independent activists for organising solidarity campaigns with the Donbass;

• Support  of  the  progressive  forces of  the  Donetsk  and Lugansk region,  and the  pro-
socialist path of development for Donbass.

The  Committee  includes  representatives  of  organisations  that  participated  in  the  Donbass
International Solidarity Forum "Antifascism, Internationalism, Solidarity":

Signed by

Name Participating Organisation
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